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BACKGROUND 


In  August  1995,  the  government  released  a  workplan,  "Alberta  Regulatory  Reform: 
Improving  the  Alberta  Advantage,"  with  a  view  to  consider  for  possible  elimination  or 
amendment  every  existing  government  regulation,  and  to  retain  "only  those 
regulations  'necessary'  to  ensure  protection  of  the  public  interest." 

A  Regulatory  Reform  Task  Force  was  established,  chaired  by  Gary  Friedel,  MLA  Peace 
River,  and  made  up  of  members  primarily  from  the  private  sector.  The  chairman  met 
with  the  Minister  and  Deputy  Minister  from  each  government  department  to  'outline 
general  strategy  and  process,  set  goals,  establish  reduction  targets  and  provide 
general  briefing.'  The  key  deliverables  for  each  department  include: 

•  a  list  of  and  complete  details  of  all  regulations  sorted  as  to  department,  boards 
and  agencies; 

•  a  regulatory  reform  plan  (using  a  'Sunset  Plan'  and  reporting  format  developed 
by  the  Task  Force  to  provide  consistency); 

•  a  plan  for  Task  Force  review  relative  to  review  criteria  or  goals;  and, 

•  an  approved  regulatory  reform  plan  referenced  in  the  department's  three-year 
business  plan  and  performance  measurement  system  for  1996  -  1997. 

This  revision  updates  the  action  plan  to  October  1 996,  reports  progress  achieved  to 
that  date  and  amends  the  regulatory  /  policy  review  schedules  for  1997  to  1999. 

PURPOSE  OF  REGULATORY  REFORM 

The  following  reform  criteria  must  be  met  to  retain  a  regulation.  A  regulation  must: 

•  be  necessary  for  the  maintenance  and  /  or  enhancement  of  public  health, 
education,  order  or  safety; 

•  contribute  significantly  and  positively  to  the  competitiveness  of  the  private  sector 
in  the  province,  including  promotion  of  innovation  and  encouragement  of 
efficiency  in  the  conduct  of  business  [of  education]; 

•  be  necessary  for  effective  internal  administration  of  the  government  of  the 
province. 

To  this  end,  the  primary  purpose  of  Alberta  Education's  regulatory  reform  is  to  modify 
or  eliminate  regulations,  policies  and  other  department  operating  procedures  and 
practices  that  have  become  cumbersome  or  outdated  and  that  get  in  the  way  of  school 
boards  doing  their  jobs  in  responding  to  the  educational  needs  of  students.  The 
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objective  is  to  reduce  costs  and  accelerate  and  improve  decision-making 
in  education.  The  intent  is  to  create  an  environment  for  change  that  will  enable  the 
"business"  of  education  in  Alberta  to  be  conducted  more  efficiently,  effectively  and 
responsively. 

GUIDING  PRINCIPLES 

To  provide  a  context  for  Alberta  Education's  regulatory  reform,  the  following  principles 
will  be  adopted  by  the  department: 

•  Ensure  regulatory  reform  results  in  improved  accountability  mechanisms. 

•  Ensure  regulatory  reform  supports  quality  curriculum  and  standards  of 
performance  based  on  curriculum  objectives. 

•  Ensure  retained  regulations  will  be  enabling  and  permissive  rather  than 
restrictive,  but  directive  as  required  to  ensure  compliance  with  the  Government 
Accountability  Act  and  implementation  of  the  provincial  Business  Plan 
directions.  A  major  focus  will  be  to  reduce  the  cost  of  compliance,  simplify 
procedures  and  speed  up  approvals. 

•  Focus  regulations  on  goals,  objectives  and  outcomes  rather  than  process  and 
support  the  focus  on  results. 

•  Ensure  the  ability  to  mediate  and,  if  necessary,  arbitrate  disputes. 

•  Ensure  that  regulatory  reform  supports  the  implementation  of  the  three  year 
business  plan  and  the  plan's  directions  to  enhance  local  decision-making,  while 
maintaining  only  sufficient  central  authority  to  provide  for  province-wide 
education  standards.  (See  Figure  1 .) 

•  Make  views  and  concerns  of  Albertans  affected  by  the  department's  regulations  a 
primary  measurement  focus.  Extensive  consultations  with  stakeholders  are  an 
important  component  of  providing  a  responsive  and  relevant  education  system  in 
Alberta. 

•  Ensure  department  regulations  are  clear  and  concise,  with  simplified  procedures 
and  requirements,  and  reasonable  cost  to  government,  stakeholders,  and  the 
public. 

These  principles  and  the  relationship  between  accountability  requirements  in  the 
business  plan  are  represented  in  Figure  1 . 


Page  2 


Figure  1  -  Accountability  Cycle 
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ALBERTA  EDUCATION  REGULATIONS 

Alberta  Education  regulations  derive  their  authority  from  specific  sections  of  the 
School  Act  and  the  Government  Organization  Act.  Regulations  are  law  and  are 
designed  to  make  the  legislation  work.  Authority  for  a  regulation  is  contained  in  a 
statute.  On  January  1,  1995,  the  Department  of  Education  Act  was  replaced  by 
the  Government  Organization  Act.  The  sections  of  the  Department  of 
Education  Act  relating  specifically  to  education  matters  were  added  to  the  School 
Act. 

A  review  of  Alberta  Education  regulations  must  recognize  that  legislation  passed  to 
support  education  initiatives  provides  the  Minister  with  the  authority  to  enact 
regulations.  Regulations  are  enacted  often  after  extensive  public  consultations.  All 
new  regulations,  written  in  cooperation  with  Legislative  Counsel,  incorporate  plain 
language.  An  overview  of  the  Legislation  Framework  for  Education  in  Alberta  is 
presented  in  Appendix  A. 
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DEREGULATION  ACTIONS,  1989  -  1995 
Deregulation:    1989  -  1994 

1.  In  1989,  revisions  of  the  regulations  under  the  new  School  Act  resulted  in  13 
regulations  being  repealed: 

•  Inspection  of  Educational  Facilities  Regulations; 

•  Budget  and  Requisition  Reporting  Regulation; 

•  Regulations  Delegating  Powers  to  School  Boards; 

•  School  Forms  Regulations; 

•  Transportation  and  Maintenance  Grants  Delegation  Order, 

•  The  Native  Language  Course  Instruction  Regulations; 

•  Private  Schools  Financial  Reporting  and  Management  Regulations; 

•  School  Buildings  Regulation,  1977; 

•  School  Buildings  Regulation,  1978; 

•  School  Buildings  Regulation,  1 979; 

•  School  Buildings  Regulation,  1 984; 

•  School  Buildings  Tendering  Regulation;  and 

•  Interest  Rate  Regulation. 

2.  Also  in  1989,  the  Private  Tutoring  Institution  Regulation  and  the  posting  of  a  bond 
and  registration  requirements  were  repealed  to  allow  business  greater  flexibility. 

3.  In  1990,  the  Department  of  Education  Act  Regulations  were  reviewed  and 
updated  to  comply  with  the  School  Act  Regulations: 

•  The  Alberta  Distance  Learning  Centre  Regulation,  formerly  the  Alberta 
Correspondence  School  Regulations,  was  reduced  from  sixteen  pages  to 
four. 

•  The  Alberta  School  for  the  Deaf  Advisory  Board  Regulation  was  repealed 
and  the  function  of  the  Advisory  Board  was  incorporated  into  the  Alberta 
School  for  the  Deaf  Regulation. 

•  The  Tariff  of  Fees  Regulation  also  was  repealed 
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4.     Under  the  Department  of  Education  Act,  the  following  were  repealed: 


5.  Under  the  School  Act,  the  School  Foundation  Program  Fund  Grants  Regulation 
also  was  repealed  in  1994. 

6.  In  total,  20  regulations  were  repealed  between  1989  and  1994. 

7.  In  response  to  the  initial  call  for  deregulation  in  1993,  Alberta  Education  began  a 
review  of  the  department's  Policy  Manual,  School  Grants  Manual,  and  School  Act 
Forms  Manual: 


Approximately  25  percent  of  the  policies  or  forms  in  the  1991  manual  were 
eliminated. 

In  December  1994,  the  decision  was  made  to  combine  the  Forms  Manual, 
Regulations  Manual  and  Policy  Manual  into  a  single,  'first  stop  shopping' 
Policy,  Regulations  and  Forms  Manual  that  was  published  in  January  1996 


Deregulation:  1995 

1.  Twenty-seven  regulations  have  been  scheduled  for  review  between  1995-1998 
including:  21  under  the  School  Act;  one,  the  School  Grants  Regulation,  under 
the  Government  Organization  Act;  three  under  the  Teaching  Professions 
Act;  and  two  under  the  Teachers'  Pension  Plans  Act. 

2.  Nine  regulations  under  the  School  Act  were  repealed  in  1995: 

•  Alberta  School  for  the  Deaf; 

•  Alberta  School  for  the  Deaf  Grants  Regulation; 

•  Ward  System  Regulation; 

•  Collection  of  School  Taxes  in  National  Parks; 

•  1994  Requisition  Limitation  Regulation; 

•  Edmonton  School  District  No.  7  Ward  System  Election  Order; 

•  School  Foundation  Program  Fund  Grants  Regulation; 

•  School  Support  Declaration  Regulation;  and 

•  School  Support  Declaration  Regulation  No.  2. 


The  Private  Correspondence  Schools  Regulation  was  repealed  in  1991. 

The  Early  Childhood  Services  Teachers'  Qualifications  Regulation  was 
repealed  in  1993. 

The  Grants  for  Special  Projects  Regulations  were  repealed  in  1994. 
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3.    Three  regulations  were  new  in  1995  supporting  key  initiatives  in  the  Three-Year 
Business  Plan: 

•  Charter  Schools  Regulation, 

•  School  Councils  Regulation,  and 

•  Special  School  Tax  Levy  Plebiscite  Regulation. 

In  summary,  during  1989  -  1995,  the  following  were  accomplished: 

•  29  regulations  repealed, 

•  25%  of  the  department's  existing  policies  and  forms  eliminated, 

•  department  manuals  consolidated  and  streamlined. 
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REGULATION  REVIEW:    1996  STATUS  AND  1997  -  1999  SCHEDULES 

The  primary  rationale  for  the  review  schedules  include  the  age  of  a  regulation  and  its 
relationship  to  the  business  plan.  As  regulations  are  reviewed,  related  policy  is  also 
reviewed  to  ensure  regulation  -  policy  linkages  are  consistent. 


1996  Regulation  Review  Status 

The  first  table  below  summarizes  the  status  of  regulations  scheduled  for  review  in 
1996. 


Statute 

Regulation 

Related 
Policy 

Status 

Purpose 

Comment 

1996 

School  Act 

A.R.  231/94 

Alberta  School 
Foundation  Fund 
1994-95 
Regulation 

Alberta  School 
Foundation 
Fund,  3.1.1 

Compliance 
certificate 
issued  August 
19,  1996. 

Sets  payment 
procedures  from 
the  ASFF  Fund. 

New  regulation 
enacted  to 
define 

procedures  for 

opted-out 

boards. 

School  Act 

A.R.  261/90 

as  amended  A.R. 

278/93 

Certification  of 

Teachers 

Regulation 

Teacher 
Certification, 
ECS -12,  3.3.1 

Teacher 

Evaluation,  2.2.4 

Consultations 
are  underway 
guided  by  the 
Minister's 
position  paper  on 
Quality 
Teaching,  re- 
enactment 
anticipated 
before  1997. 

Establishes 
conditions  for  an 
applicant  to  be 
issued  a 
Teaching 
Certificate, 
types  of 
certificates  and 
general 
procedures. 

Revisions  to  this 
regulation  will 
support  the 
government's 
position  paper  on 
Quality 
Teaching. 

School  Act 

A.R.  35/89 

as  amended  A.R. 

391/93 

Early  Childhood 

Services 

Regulation 

Early  Childhood 
Services,  1.1.3 

Discussion 
paper  and  draft 
3-C  document 
are  being 
discussed  with 
the  stakeholders 
advisory 
committee  and 
others 
commencing 
October  11, 
1996. 

Sets  standards 
and  operational 
requirements  for 
ECS  operators. 

Review  to  ensure 
currency  and 
plain  language. 

School  Act 

A.R.  41/89 

Superintendent 
of  Schools 
Regulation 

School 

Superintendents 
3.3.3 

Awaiting  a 
compliance 
certificate. 
Regulation  has 
been  simplified 
to  one  page. 
Related  policy 
has  also  been 
clarified  and 
simplified. 

Sets 

qualification 
requirements  for 
superintendents. 

Made  consistent 
with  new 
provision  of  the 
School  Act 
re: 

Superintendent's 
contracts. 
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Statute 

Regulation 

Related 
Policy 

Status 

Purpose 

Comment 

School  Act 

A.R.  283/94 

Home  Education 
Regulation 

Home  Education, 
1.1.2 

Discussion 
paper  and  3-C 
document  are 
being  discussed 
with 

stakeholders 
commencing 
October  1 1 , 
1996.  Re- 
enactment 
anticipated  in 
1996. 

Sets  standards 
and  operational 
procedures  for 
home  educators. 

Review 
regulation  to 
determine  if  too 
restrictive  and 
reconcile  with 
actual 
procedures. 

School  Act 

A.R.  78/89 

Insurance 
Regulation 

Insurance,  3.2.3 

Awaiting  a 
compliance 
certificate. 
Regulation 
updated.  Policy 
being  considered 
for  elimination. 

Identifies 
minimal 
insurance 
coverage  boards 
must  carry. 

Regulation  is 
required  under 
the  School  Act, 
s.  44(1). 

School  Act 

A.R.  39/89 

Private  Schools 
Regulation 

Private  Schools, 
3.6.1 

Scheduled  for  re- 
enactment  in 
December. 

Sets  application 
and  operational 
requirements  for 
private  schools. 

Review  to  ensure 
currency. 

School  Act 

A.R.  383/88 

School  Buildings 
and  Tendering 
Regulation 

School  Capital 
Funding,  3.1.6 

Internal  review 
underway.  Re- 
enactment 
anticipated  in 
1996  following 
public 

consultation. 

Sets  tendering 
and  contracting 
procedures  for 
building  projects. 

Assess 
implications  of 
the  Agreement 
on  Internal 
Trade,  reconcile 
with  current 
statute  and 
consider 
simplifying. 

School  Act 

A.R.  153/87 
as  amended  A.R. 
209/90  A.R. 
279/93 

Practice  Review 
of  Teachers 
Regulation 

Practice  Review 
of  Teachers, 
3.3.2 

Consultations 
are  underway 
guided  by  the 
Minister's 
position  paper  on 
Quality 
Teaching,  re- 
enactment 
anticipated 
before  1997. 

Sets  complaint 
and  appeals 
procedures 
relative  to  a 
formal  complaint 
about  the 
teaching  of  a 
teacher. 

Requires  review 
to  consider 
simplification. 

School  Act 

A.R.  40/89 

Student 

Evaluation 

Regulation 

Student 

Evaluation,  2.2.1 

Use  and 
Reporting  of 
Results  on 
Provincial 
Assessments, 
2.2.3 

Course 

Challenge,  2.2.2 

Scheduled  for 
December  1996 
re-enactment. 

Establishes  the 
authority  and 
procedures  for 
the  administering 
of  diploma 
exams  and 
achievement 
tests 

Review  to  ensure 
currency  and 
whether  it 
reflects  actual 
practices. 
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Statute 

Regulation 

Related 

Status 

Purpose 

Comment 

Policy 

School  Act 

Alberts.  Distance 

Not  Applicable 

Negotiations 

Establishes 

Review  to  ensure 

A.R.  313/90 

Learning  Centre 

regarding  ADLC 

operational 

compliance  with 

as  amended  A.R. 

operations 

procedures  for 

Business  Plan 

283/91 

divestiture  are 

the  Alberta 

directions. 

underway  and 

Distance 

will  affect  timing 

Learning  Centre. 

of  the  review  — 

may  be  delayed 

until  1997  at 

which  time  is 

likely  to  be 

rescinded. 

In  summary,  Alberta  Education  has  completed  one  of  the  14  regulations  scheduled  for 

1996  Review.  The  Certification  of  Teachers  and  Practice  Review  of  Teachers 
regulations  and  the  Teacher  Evaluation  Policy  are  currently  under  review  and  public 
consultations  relative  to  the  governments'  position  paper  on  Quality  Teaching.  Public 
consultations  are  underway  on  the  Home  Education  and  Early  Childhood  Services 
Regulations.  The  Insurance  and  Superintendent  Regulations  are  currently  being 
reviewed  with  Legislative  Counsel,  having  completed  the  public  consultation  process. 
The  Private  Schools,  School  Building  and  Tendering  and  Student  Evaluation 
regulations  are  scheduled  for  review  before  the  end  of  1 996. 

Three  regulations  under  the  Teaching  Professions  Act  are  being  re-scheduled  to 

1997  pending  amendment  by  the  ATA  to  their  General  Bylaws  or  completion  of 
pending  discipline  cases.  The  Alberta  Distance  Learning  Centre  Regulation  may  be 
deferred  to  1997  pending  completion  of  ongoing  negotiations  for  divestiture.  In 
addition,  three  policies  relating  to  accountability  were  reviewed  with  stakeholders  and 
are  being  simplified  and  combined  into  a  single  policy. 
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1997  -  1998  Regulation  Review  Schedules 

The  following  table  summarizes  the  proposed  action  for  regulations  and  related  policy 
scheduled  for  review  in  1997  -  1998.  Timelines  associated  with  these  schedules  are 
provided  in  Appendix  B. 


Statute 

Regulation 

Related 
Policy 

Action 

Purpose 

Comment 

1997 

School  Act 

A.R.  117/95 

Board  of 

Reference 

Regulation 

Not  Applicable 

Review 

Specifies  cost 
snaring 

arrangements  for 
a  board  of 
reference. 

Review  need  for 
regulation. 

School  Act 

A.R.  36/89 

French 
Language 
Immersion 
Regulation 

French  as  a 
Second 
Language  and 
French 
Language 
Immersion,  1.5.2 

Review 

Sets 

instructional  time 
for  English  in 
French 
immersion 
programs  for 
grades  3  and  up. 

Consider 
transferring  to 
the  Guides  to 
Education. 

School  Act 

A.R.  38/89 

Languages 
Other  Than 
English  or 
French 
Regulation 

Languages 
Other  Than 
French  or 
English,  1.5.3 

Review 

Sets 

instructional  time 
for  English  in  a 
program  that 
offers  instruction 
in  any  language 
other  than 
English  or 
French. 

Consider 
transferring  to 
the  Guides  to 
Education. 

School  Act 

A.R.  69/89 
as  amended  A.R. 
222/89  A.R. 
351/90  A.R. 
242/91  A.R. 
264/93 

Disposition  of 

Property 

Regulation 

Disposition  of 
Property,  3.2.2 

Review 

Sets  procedures 
for  sale  or  lease 
of  board 
property. 

Review  needed 
in  view  of  full 
funding  of  capital 
costs  by  the 
Province. 

School  Act 

A.R.  221/95 

Capital 

Borrowing 

Regulation 

Capital 

Borrowing,  3.1.5 

Review 

Sets  procedures 
a  board  must 
follow  for  capital 
borrowing  for 
other  than 
school  buildings. 

Review  to  ensure 
currency. 

School  Act 

A.R.  213/89 

as  amended  A.R. 

175/93 

Student  Record 
Regulation 

Not  Applicable 

Review 

Specifies  the 
content  of  a 
student's  record 
to  be  maintained 
by  a  school 
board;  sets 
procedures  for 
management  of 
the  record,  and 
access  to  the 
record  by  the 
student  and 
parents. 

Review  to  ensure 
currency. 
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Statute 

Regulation 

Related 
Policy 

Action 

Purpose 

Comment 

School  Act 

A.R.  278/94 
as  amended  A.R. 
218/95 

Student 

Transportation 

Regulation 

Transportation, 
3.2.5 

Review 

Specifies 
distances  and 
sets  parameters 
for  the  provision 
of  transportation 
services  to 
students. 

Review  to  ensure 
currency. 

School  Act 

A.R.  78/95 

Special  School 
Tax  Levy 
Plebiscite 
Regulation 

Special  School 
Tax  Levy 
Plebiscite,  3.1.4 

Review 

Sets  procedures 
a  board  must 
follow  in  holding 
a  Special  School 
Tax  Levy 
Plebiscite. 

Review  to  ensure 
currency  and 
workability. 

School  Act 

A.R.  124/95 

School  Councils 
Regulation 

School-Based 
Decision  Making, 
1.8.2 

School  Councils, 
1.8.3 

Review 

Sets  procedures 
for  establishing 
and  operating  a 
school  council. 

Review  to  ensure 
regulation  is 
achieving  its 
intended 
purpose. 

School  Act 

A.R.  136/95 

Charter  Schools 
Regulation 

Charter  Schools, 
1.1.1 

Review 

A  new  regulation 
specifying 
procedure  for 
establishing  a 
charter  school. 

Review  based  on 
the  early 
experience  of 
charter  school 
operators. 

Teaching 

Profession 

Act 

A.R.  104/86 

Code  of  Ethics 
(also  known  as 
Code  of 
Professional 
Conduct) 

Not  Applicable 

This  will  be 
rescinded  after 
the  Alberta 
Teachers' 
Association 
passes  a  new 
code  of 
professional 
conduct  under 
the  amended  Act 
at  the  May  97 
Annual 

Representative 
Assembly. 

Teaching 
profession's 
rules  of  conduct, 
passed  by  ATA. 

The  Teaching 
Profession 
Amendment 
Act,  1995  has 

removed  the 
requirement  for 
approval  by  the 
Lieutenant 
Governor  in 
Council. 

Teaching 

Profession 

Act 

A.R.  287/64 

as  amended  A.R. 

332/65 

Discipline 
Bylaws  of  The 
Alberta 
Teachers' 
Association 

Not  Applicable 

This  will  be 
rescinded 
subject  to  the 
completion  of  all 
disciplinary 
actions 
commenced 
under  the 
regulation. 

Rules  for  the 
process  of 
disciplining 
members  of  the 
teaching 
profession, 
passed  by  ATA 
and  approved  by 
Lieutenant 
Governor  in 
Council. 

An  interim 

Alternative 

Dispute 

Resolution  Bylaw 
was  filed  as 
Regulation 
241/96  pending  a 
regulation  being 
enacted  by  O.C. 
after  the  May  97 
Annual 

Representative 
Assembly. 
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Statute 

Regulation 

Related 
Policy 

Action 

Purpose 

Comment 

Teaching 

Profession 

Act 

A.R.  191/73 
as  amended  ... 

General  Bylaws 
of  The  Alberta 
Teachers' 
Association 

Not  Applicable 

This  regulation 
will  be  rescinded 
in  June  1997 
after  the  ATA 
passes  New 
General  Bylaws 
under  the 
amended  Act. 

Internal 
governance 
rules  of  ATA, 
passed  by  ATA. 

The  Teaching 
Profession 
Amendment 
Act,  1995  has 

removed  the 
requirement  for 
approval  by  the 
Lieutenant 
Governor  in 
Council. 

1998 

Teachers' 
Pension 
Plans  Act 

A.R.  203/95 

Teachers'  and 
Private  School 
Teachers' 
Pensions  Plans 

Not  Applicable 

Review 

The  "plan  rules"  - 
establishes 
conditions  of 
membership  in 
the  pension  plan 
and  sets  out 
benefit 
entitlements. 

Declaratory 
rather  than 
prescriptive  in 
nature. 
Legislative 
Counsel  is 
reviewing  to 
determine 
whether  these 
should  be  filed 
as  regulation. 

Teachers' 
Pension 
Plans  Act 

A.R.  204/95 

Teachers' 
Pension  Plans 
(Legislative 
Provisions) 
Regulation 

Not  Applicable 

Review 

Necessary  for 
implementation 
of  plan  rules: 
contains  matter 
related  to  the 
above  pension 
plans  but  not 
part  of  the  plans, 
e.g., 

appointment  of 
trustees. 

Declaratory 
rather  than 
prescriptive  in 
nature. 
Legislative 
Counsel  is 
reviewing  to 
determine 
whether  these 
should  be  filed 
as  regulation. 

Government 

Organization 

Act 

A.R.  72/95 

School  Grants 
Regulation 

General 
Revenue  Fund, 
3.1.2 

Review 

Sets 

procedures, 
conditions  and 
accountability 
requirements  for 
funding  provided 
from  the 
province's 
General 

Revenue  Funds. 

Review  to  ensure 
currency. 

1998  -  1999  Policy  Review  Schedules 

The  majority  of  policies,  as  noted  in  the  table  above,  are  related  to  regulation  and  will 
be  reviewed  when  the  related  regulation  is  reviewed.  Twenty-nine  policies,  listed 
below,  are  not  directly  related  to  regulation.  Of  this  number,  15  are  Information 
Bulletins  and  14  are  policies  that  require  a  board  to  have  corresponding  policy.  The 
policies  unrelated  to  regulation  will  be  reviewed  in  1998  -  1999,  or  earlier  if  necessary. 
A  review  structure  similar  to  Regulation  Review  will  be  used  and  stakeholder  input  will 
be  integral  to  the  review  process. 
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Statute 

Policy 

Action 

Purpose 

Comment 

1998 

School 

Act 

Outreach  Programs,  1.1.4 

Review 

Sets  procedures  for 
boards  in  established 
Outreach  Programs  for 
students  who  have 
dropped  out  of  school. 

Review  to  ensure 
currency. 

Locally  Developed  / 
Acquired  and  Authorized 
Junior  and  Senior  High 
School  Complementary 
Courses,  1.2.1 

Review 

Sets  procedures  for 
boards  and  funded  private 
schools  to  follow  in 
authorizing  locally 
developed  courses. 

Review  to  ensure 
currency. 

Locally  Developed 
Religious  Studies 
Courses,  1.2.2 

Review 

Establishes  guidelines  for 
locally  developed 
religious  studies  courses. 

Review  to  ensure 
currency. 

School 

Act 

Vocational  Education, 
1 .4.1 

Repeal 

Sets  minimum  policy 
requirements  for 
vocational  education 
programs. 

Repeal  policy  following 
CTS  implementation. 

Integrated  Occupational 
Program,  1.4.2 

Review 

Establishes  program 
requirements  for  an  IOP 
program. 

Review  to  ensure 
currency. 

Off-Campus  Education, 
1.4.3 

Review 

Sets  minimum  program 
requirements  for  off- 
campus  programs. 

Review  to  ensure 
currency. 

School 

Act 

English  as  a  Second 
Language,  1.5.1 

Review 

Refines  program 
parameters  for  ESL 
programs. 

Review  need  relative  to  a 
results  based 
accountability  framework. 

School 

Act 

Educational  Placement  of 
Students  with  Special 
Needs,  1.6.1 

Review 

Specifies  school 
placement  procedures  for 
students  with  special 
needs. 

Review  to  ensure 
currency. 

Special  Education,  1.6.2 

Review 

Sets  minimum 
requirements  for  Special 
Education  programs  and 
services. 

Review  to  ensure 
currency. 

Guidance  and 
Counselling,  1.6.3 

Review 

Specifies  recommended 
service  levels  for 
guidance  and  counselling. 

Review  to  ensure 
currency. 

Services  for  Students  and 
Children,  1.8.1 

Review 

Requires  school 
authorities  to  design  and 
implement  local  policy  on 
coordinated  delivery  of 
services  for  students  and 
children. 

Review  to  assess  impact 
and  ensure  currency. 

School 

Act 

Controversial  Issues  in 
Education,  1.7.1 

Review 

Identifies  appropriate 
procedures  for 
addressing  controversial 
issues  in  the  classroom. 

Review  to  ensure 
currency. 

School  Closure,  1 .7.2 

Review 

Sets  procedures  a  board 
must  follow  in  closing  a 
school. 

Review  to  ensure 
currency. 
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Statute 

Policy 

Action 

Purpose 

Comment 

School 

Act 

School  Authority  Financial 
Accountability  and 
Audits,  2.2.7 

Review 

Summarizes  statutory 
requirements  and 
procedures  for  boards, 
funded  private  schools 
and  ECS  private 
operators  for  financial 
reports  to  Alberta 
Education. 

Review  to  ensure 
currency. 

School 

Act 

Alberta  Education 
Business  Plans  and 
Results  Reports,  3.2.1 

Review 

Clarifies  the  process 
Alberta  Education  follows 
in  developing  its  business 
plans  and  annual  reports. 

Review  need  for  policy. 

Learning  Resources 
Credit  Allocation,  3.2.4 

Review 

Specifies  procedures 
used  by  the  LRDC  in 
providing  this  funding. 

Review  need  for  policy. 

Access  to  Information, 
3.2.6 

Review 

Defines  the  procedures 
for  members  of  the  public 
to  access  Department 
information. 

Review  to  ensure 
currency. 

Materials  Resource 
Centre,  3.2.7 

Review 

Defines  services 
available  from  the  MRC  for 
sensory  impaired 
students. 

Review  need  for  policy. 

1999 

School 

Act 

International  School 
Partnership  Program, 
3.4.1 

Review 

Defines  program 
participation  procedures. 

Consider  placing  in 
Guides  to  Education. 

International  Student 
Services,  3.4.2 

Review 

Defines  program 
participation  procedures. 

Consider  placing  in 
Guides  to  Education. 

Student  Exchange,  3.4.3 

Review 

Defines  program 
participation  procedures. 

Consider  placing  in 
Guides  to  Education. 

Teacher  Exchange,  3.4.4 

Review 

Defines  program 
participation  procedures. 

Consider  placing  in 
Guides  to  Education. 

School 

Act 

Review  by  the  Minister, 
3.5.1 

Review 

Specify  roles  and 
responsibilities  of  parties 
engaged  in  a  review. 

Review  to  ensure 
currency. 

Special  Needs  Tribunal, 
3.5.2 

Review 

Permits  a  board  to  refer  a 
student  to  a  tribunal  if  it 
cannot  provide  or  arrange 
for  a  required  education 
program. 

Review  to  ensure 
currency. 

Attendance  Board,  3.5.3 

Review 

Permits  a  school  authority 
to  refer  a  student  to  the 
board  for  non-attendance. 

Review  to  ensure 
currency. 
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Statute 

Policy 

Action 

Purpose 

Comment 

School  Act 

Public  and  Separate 
Schools,  3.6.2 

Review 

Clarifies  the  two 
dimensional  structure  of 
the  province's  publicly 
funded  education  system. 

Review  to  ensure 
currency. 

Native  Education,  3.6.3 

Review 

Defines  programs  and 
funding  support  available 
through  the  Native 
Education  Project. 

Review  to  ensure 
currency. 

Resident  Students  of  the 
Government,  3.6.4 

Review 

Defines  funding 
arrangements  for  resident 
students  of  government. 

Review  need  for  policy. 

Students  in  Institutions, 
3.6.5 

Review 

Defines  funding 
arrangements  for 
students  in  institutions. 

Review  to  ensure 
currency. 
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APPENDIX  A:    LEGISLATION  FRAMEWORK 


Alberta  Education  relies  on  an  integrated  network  of  statute,  regulation  and  policy  for  a 
comprehensive  and  flexible  legislation  framework.  Regulations  are  relatively  few  in 
number  and  are  needed  to  support  statutory  requirements  in  specific  and  often  varying 
contexts  over  time.  Regulations  are  easier  to  revise  than  statute  and  policies  are 
easier  to  revise  than  regulations.  Thus,  through  the  judicious  use  of  statute,  regulation 
and  policy,  a  flexible,  enabling  and  informative  legislation  framework  is  available  to 
support  key  directions  and  requirements  for  education.  Alberta  Education's  Policy, 
Regulations  and  Forms  Manual  serves  as  a  "first  stop  shopping"  guide  for  clients 
needing  information  about  the  legislative  requirements  for  education.  The  table  below 
describes  all  of  the  components  of  Alberta  Education's  legislation  framework  that 
provide  important  information  across  many  organizational  levels,  from  trustees  to 
classroom  teachers  and  parents. 
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Legislation  Framework 


AUTHORITY 

DESCRIPTION 

Mission  and  Mandate 

The  department's  mission  is  to  provide  "the  best  education  for  all  Alberta 
students."  The  mandate  is:  "Education  is  responsible  for  ensuring  that  all 
students  have  the  opportunity  to  acquire  the  knowledge,  skills  and  attitudes 
needed  to  be  self-reliant,  responsible,  caring  and  contributing  members  of 
society." 

Alberta  Education 
Three-Year  Business 
Plan 

The  plan  provides  an  overall  direction  for  the  future  of  education  in  Alberta  and 
identifies  key  goals,  strategies,  performance  measures,  results  and  timelines 
for  improving  the  provincial  system  of  public  education. 

i        School  Act 

The  School  Act  describes  the  relationship  of  the  Minister  to  students, 
parents  and  school  jurisdictions  and  provides  for  the  system  of  administration 
and  financing  of  education  in  Alberta  and  generally  deals  with  the  ultimate 
authority  of  the  Minister  with  respect  to  all  constituents  in  the  educational 
system. 

Government 
Organization  Act 

The  Government  Organization  Act  creates  the  Department  of  Education 
under  authority  of  the  Minister  of  Education  and  provides  for  the  funding  of 
education  from  the  General  Revenue  Fund.  This  Act  replaced  the 
Department  of  Education  Act  on  January  1,  1995. 

S  Teaching 
Profession  Act 

The  Act  enacts  the  Alberta  Teachers'  Association  (ATA)  as  teachers' 
professional  organization  in  Alberta.  Under  the  Act,  the  objectives  of  the  ATA 
are  to:  (1 )  advance  and  promote  the  cause  of  education  in  Alberta;  (2)  improve 
the  teaching  profession;  (3)  arouse  and  increase  public  interest  in  the 
importance  of  education  and  public  knowledge  of  the  aims  of  education, 
financial  support  for  education,  and  other  education  matters;  (4)  to  cooperate 
with  other  organizations  and  bodies  in  Canada  and  elsewhere  having  the  same 
or  like  aims  and  objectives. 

Policy,  Regulations  and 
Forms  Manual 

This  Manual  is  a  resource  for  school  boards,  schools,  school  councils,  private 
schools  and  ECS  private  operators.  It  contains  policies,  regulations  and  forms 
to  guide  the  delivery  of  education  in  the  following  areas:  (1)  Education 
Programs  and  Services;  (2)  Accountability  in  Education;  (3)  Policy  Information 
Bulletins.  The  policies  and  regulations  define  the  requirements  for  funding 
eligibility  under  the  School  Act  and  the  Government  Organization  Act. 

Funding  for  School 
Authorities 

This  Manual  defines  the  terms  and  conditions  under  which  a  board,  private 
school  or  ECS  private  operator  may  obtain  funding. 

Programs  of  Study 

They  are  primarily  descriptions  of  the  expectations  for  student  learning  at  the 
elementary,  junior  high  and  senior  high  school  levels.  The  content  of  the 
programs  of  study  is  focused  on  what  students  are  expected  to  know  and  be 
able  to  do  in  each  course  that  has  been  developed  for  these  levels. 

Guides  to  Education 

The  Guides  to  Education  include  the  ECS  to  Grade  9  Handbook  and  the 
Senior  High  School  Handbook.  They  are  published  for  the  use  of 
administrators,  counsellors,  teachers  and  a  general  audience.  The  Guides  are 
intended  to  serve  the  following  purposes:  (1)  to  identify  program  requirements 
specified  by  Alberta  Education;  (2)  to  provide  information  about  the 
characteristics  of  students;  and  (3)  to  communicate  information  useful  in 
organizing  and  operating  schools  to  meet  the  needs  of  students. 
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APPENDIX  B:    TIMELINES  FOR  REVIEW  SCHEDULES:    1997  -  1999 
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